End is nigh
for smelter

DEMOLITION of the former
Pasmineo Cockle Creek lead and
zine smelter at Boolaroo will prob-
ably be camplete by the end of
next year.

A 6 million demolition plan for
the site was ledged with Iake
Macguarie Council last week.

More than 360 pzople lost their
jobs when the plant closed in
Septomber last vear.

The smelier began operations in
1907 and closed as a result of the
parent company's $2.8 billion col-
lapse.

While many were sad to see it
go, even more were glad {o see the
back of it.

Pollution from the smelter over

ANy years Was enorhious,
poisoning the land, water and ate
over a wide area.

However it had provided emr-
playment fur thousands of people
over the years, with many gener-
ations of the same family spend-
ing their working Hte thore

The smelter was also a major
sponsor af many community
events and a source of income for
many contractors.

Once the site is cleaned up it is
axpected to be used for light
industrial purposes.

The Pasminct company Wwas
placed into administration last
year.

GOING, GOING: Demolition plans for smelter.

$31m development for Charlestown

A $31 million  development at
Charlestown is set to be given the
preen light by Lake Macguarie
Couneil before Christmas.
Council officers have
recommended the two eight-
storey, mixed-use buildings to be
known as Sky Central be given the
go-ahead. The
couneil’s  last
committee
meeting of the
vear, held on
Monday night,
was  expected
to approve the
development,
with the de-
¢ision ratified
at next week’'s
full council
meeting,

Peter Hodge

There will be an elevated ped-
estrian bridge across the Pacific
Fiwy linking the two buildings.

The proposal has come before
eouncii on several occasions since
it was first mooted in November
20052,

Amendments have been made
and the plans re-exhibited twice.

A report to the councll on
Monday night from councit devel-
opment assessment and  com-
pliance manager Peter Hodge said
the current design was a superior
outeome  to the previous pro-
posals.

The plan envisages two levels of
basement parking, two levels of
retail, a level dedicated to cafes
and restaurants, a level allocated
to commercial offices, four levels
of residential apartments {37 in

total), plus 210 car parking spaces
and landscaping.

The application was placed on
public display during September
and October, and two submissions
wore received objecting to it

Earlier proposals had resulted
ip 21 submissions, with 16 of those
in suppori.

The main issues for objection
were fraffic congestion, insufs
ficient parking, ovorshadowing
and buikdings considered too high.

Mr Hodge's report sald the
issues raised were not considered
sufticient to warrant vefusal of the
application.

The Sky Central proposal is the
latest in a list of new develop-
ments for Charlestown,

A number of ather major devel-

opments, totalling several
millions of dollarg in value, have
recently been approved by the
qouncil.

This has led to hitter complaints
from the Charlestown State Labor
MP Matthew Morris, who is con-
cevned many urban guideiines for
the area are not heing met.

He has hblasted the
independents-conirolled  council
as being too pro-development

Bids by the council's five ALP
councillors have failed to stop the
proposals going aheard,

At Monday night's meeting, as
the News went to press, ¥ was
expected a review of the existing
urban guidelines for Charlestown
would be announced by Mayor
Greg Piper.
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Upgrade for shops

NEWGASTLE councillors have
approved a $130 million
redavelopment of the Kotara
shopping contre. Westfield
amended its application three
times, mainly inresponse to
peopla's concerns about extra
traftic and noise.

Christmas appeal

ANZ Bank Toronto is encouraging
residents to bring in gifts and non-
perishable food for a Christmas
coltection 1o be donated 1o
Salvation Army.

Canine calendar

THE 2005 Guide Dogs calendaris
available for just $1 at Home Timber
and Hardware stores at
Blacksmiths, Charlestown,
Glendale and Warners Bay. Every
cent raised goes to the Guide Bog
Association.

Computer courses

BASIC computer and Internet
courses are available free in 2008
for people on Gentrelink benefits.
The courses are organised by the
Salvation Army, Details on

4954 8235.

Charity concert .

SWANSEA and Caves Beach Delta
Ciub held a suceessiul fundraising
congert, with the proceeds to East
Lake Macquarie Dementia Service
Inc.

Better roads

IMPROVEMENTS will be made toa
busy Charlestawn intersection. A
double right turn will be providaed at
Charlestown Rd and Hillsborough
Rd for motarists turning into
Charlestown Rd.
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DANCE ESSENTIALS|

BBQ Warehouse

Warners Bay

4954 5199

cylinders, hoses
and all

11 Walker Street,

LP cylinder testing,

g;’f';ts to delight the
youryy and old .. &7

Christmas Colouring ‘;}T%
Competition o
. . @,_4..
Prizes awarded in store :,_?)
Wednesday Cecember 22nd kS

Christmas gift ideas for everyone from
newhorn babies to great-grandparents

Sew Soft Gifts
Hititop PLazA ARCADE 4942 22 52

CHARLESTOWN

2043955wal

ON WITH”

ROSS PRIGG
. ELECTRICAL

> = instaliations & Aepalrs
+ Stove Mepairs = Hot Water Services
« Domestic » Commarcial « Industrial

PH: 4947 7455
7/468 Pacific Hwy Belmont

\.

Put your best
Joot furward

LIB1906/4Y

By comparing your currént home Toan agatrat

hundreds of others, we could help you awn your

home souner or save Lhoussnds over the life of
the Toan.

E

The only store in Loke Macguarie
that stocks all your dance needs

* Mast brands available

* Costumes made to order
* Putus a speeialty

* 25 years experience

Charlestown Ballet &
Theatrical Supplies
Phone 4943 1022

B Hiiltop Plaza
=X 7= (Charlestown

2045527 a1
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2005 FULLY ESCORTED TOURS
Thailand, Laos & Vietnam departing February ... .. £3220
Canada & Alaska departing ApriliMay
UK Garden Tour departing May

UK 2065 Ashes Cricket Tour
departing July . — REGISTER NOW!

Europe Cruise Tour departing September — REGISTER NOW!
- REGISTER NOW!

Eastern Canada departing Gctuber

Lic Mo, 2T) 5040
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